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JONAH PART #4 — THE HEART OF GOD FOR A LIFE:

This is the last Sunday we will spend together on the book of Jonah. The conclusion of
this book is a very significant one. Let’s recap the main parts of the book. Jonah
received a call from God to go to Nineveh, to bring the message from God to repent
and turn from their ways. Jonah wanted the message to be one of judgement,
however, he knew that God could display mercy, but Jonah did not want God to act in
this way. Which tells you something about Jonah’s heart.

Then last week we saw what happened when Jonah went to Nineveh. They did repent
and turn to God, they did find that God is merciful, and he did spare them from
judgement. Which brings us to the final chapter because we have not seen how Jonah
reacts to that. ' But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He
prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what | said, Lord, when | was still at home? That is
what | tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. | knew that you are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from
sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than
to live.” Jonah 4: 1-3.

When | read this, | thought it’s time to send Jonah back to the fish. He was upset that
the people of Nineveh repented, and that God honoured their repentance. He would
rather die than live in a world with a merciful God. Isn’t that amazing. Don’t miss this
part of the story. He knew all the right things, and his theology was right on the money.
God is gracious and compassionate slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who
relents in sending calamity? His problem was he had a bad heart.

This is why there is such an emphasis on the heart right throughout the Bible. It’s not
that right thinking isn’t important, it is. But it’s far more common to have right thinking
and a bad heart than it is to have a right heart and bad thinking. Repeatedly you have
examples of people in Scripture who know all about God. Unfortunately, when it
comes to lost people and what it would take to reach out to them, their hearts and
God’s heart are worlds apart!

Notice God’s reply to Jonah. # But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”
Jonah 4: 4. It's pithy and direct. It’s short and to the point. You find that response from
God all throughout the bible. We see it in the book of Job. Do you have any right to
guestion me? You see it in the Psalms. Who are you to say anything to me? When
God’s questions or choices or actions are challenged by people in the bible, he will
often say, excuse me, who are you to question me on this. | think that’s a fair response
if you’re God and a good one to remember.

> Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself
a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. ¢ Then
the Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade
for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But
at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun
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blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would
be better for me to die than to live.”

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” “It is,” he
said. “And I’'m so angry | wish | were dead.”? But the Lord said, “You have been
concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up
overnight and died overnight. !* And should | not have concern for the great city of
Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who
cannot tell their right hand from their left and also many animals?” Jonah 4: 5-11.

Now here’s a great lesson for Jonah. In verse nine there is something of a reprimand.
However, here you have more of a lesson. Before we get into that lesson, we should
pause and consider something quite profound. Why is God even bothering to work
with Jonah? You would have thought that the story would have ended when Jonah
ran away, but no, God went after him. He chased after him.

There are two commands in the New Testament that form the heart of our response
to God’s love. They cannot be separated. The whole of God’s will comes down to this.
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 3° And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.” Matthew 22: 37-39.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your
neighbour as yourself. If we are serious about loving God, we must begin with people,
all people. Maybe you have closed your eyes to the lost. Can | challenge you to ‘see’
with fresh eyes this morning? To leave here ‘seeing’ like Jesus saw. To reengage with
God’s concern for the lost.

Jesus saw a tax collector sitting in a sycamore tree. He felt it when a woman desperate
for healing touched the hem of his robe. Even though bustling crowds were jostling
him, he saw a widow who no one else would have noticed and observed she gave
everything she had. He gave recognition and saw the little children, the crowd saw
them as unimportant, but Jesus didn’t.

God wants your heart. He is in the soul making business. Not just the obedience
business. Aren’t you glad this morning that God wants to help you grow. To grow more
like his son Jesus. If you close yourself off to God’s love and concern for those who do
not yet know him, you close yourself off to God and what he wants to do in your life.

Jonah’s anger is almost nauseating to God. Jonah didn’t deserve grace or mercy, but
he got it and here he is begrudging the giving of it to somebody else. Again, there is a
parallelin the teaching of Jesus. Remember that story in the New Testament that Jesus
told which may have been birthed from his interactions with Jonah.

21 Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should | forgive someone
who sins against me? Seven times?”??> “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but
seventy times seven! 22 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a
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king who decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed
money from him. 2% In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him
millions of dollars. 2°> He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along
with his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt.

26 “gyt the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with
me, and | will pay it all.” 2 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he
released him and forgave his debt. 22 “But when the man left the king, he went to a
fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat
and demanded instant payment.

29 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be
patient with me, and | will pay it,” he pleaded. 3° But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He
had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full.

31 “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to
the king and told him everything that had happened. 32 Then the king called in the
man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! | forgave you that tremendous debt
because you pleaded with me. 33 Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant,
just as | had mercy on you?’ 3% Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be
tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 3*> “That’s what my heavenly Father will
do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.”
Matthew 18:21-35.

In this story, we find one of the great issues facing our spiritual lives. Will we care more
about the vines in our lives than the lost people in our world? It’s easy to focus on the
vines — isn’t it? The vines are things that bring us great joy and comfort. They are
designed around our needs and don’t require us to serve or think about anyone else.
They shelter us and we can make sitting under the vines more important than caring
for the cities.

The lesson of Jonah is critical for our lives. Nothing is easier than falling into the Jonah
trap. As individuals and as a church, the callous disregard for the lost. If we as a church
are going to reach the lost, then it will take a sacrifice. We happily receive the sacrifice
that others made for us to become Christians, but we flinch when it is our turn to
sacrifice for others. We are overtaken by one of the biggest challenges we face as
Christians.

So, now we are at the end of the book, let’s ask the one main question of all four
chapters. Are you onboard with God’s great concern for a lost world? Are you willing
to operate out of the grace that has been given to you, or do you want God all to
yourself? Are you willing to sacrifice like someone did for you? Are you a dispenser of
grace?

We may not run away like Jonah did, we just become indifferent. We ignore those
around us, those who need God’s love and grace. We walk past them. We stop ‘seeing’
them like Jesus ‘saw’ them. Grace is the one thing the church has to offer that cannot
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be obtained anywhere else. That’s why the New Testament is so full of it. Maybe, our
challenge is the same as Jonah’s pride. Once we think of ourselves as having
accomplished something we deserve some credit for it.

So how can we avoid the Jonah trap? We need to stay close to the cross, the ultimate
moment of grace. We also need to stay close to “grace providing” people. We all need
someone who will accept us, welcome us; love us — no matter what. | need them and
you do too! When it comes to the lost, there are plenty of grace impaired people in
their lives already. Plenty of people to pull them down. Offering endless critique,
discouragement is all around them, they don’t have to go far for it. Please, please,
don’t let them get more of it from us!

Grace providers speak truthfully to you. Both easy words and hard ones. They don’t
just say what you want to hear. They speak the truth in love. Grace providers never
cease to love you. They take the time to see beneath the surface. They see the
darkness in your heart as well as the goodness and even when they encounter the
darkness, they don’t pull away. They are not repulsed; they move towards you. You
may be lost or confused or trapped. You may be a mess, but you are God’s mess. Grace
providers never let you forget that.

Many of you operate like this. | find you inspiring. You seek to reach out in a non-
threatening way. Seeking to understand first and sharing the love you have from
Christ. That’s how we will touch our community. Christ followers listening and acting
on the prompting of the Holy Spirit. That’s how we will lead the lost to Christ.

It’s about leading the lost to the ultimate grace provider. You see it was grace that was
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lay in a manger. It was grace that dwelt amongst
us. Grace that healed the sick, cured the blind, raised the dead. It was Grace that loved
sinners, grace that would not cast the first stone. It was Grace that was nailed to the
cross, grace that the tomb could not hold. Grace that now sits on the right hand of the
father and grace that will come back one day for you and me.



