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CRUCIFIXION:  

We’ve been in a series on the final week of Jesus, and today we come to an unflinching look 

at his execution. I am going to be following the work of Pastor James White today. We will look 

at the crucifixion of Jesus by time. Friday, 3 a.m. to 6 a.m. arrested and beaten. Friday, 6 a.m. 

to 9 a.m. he was brought to Pontius Pilate; flogged, mocked, and sentenced. Friday, 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Crucified. Friday, 3 p.m. the death of Jesus. 

So, let’s begin.  And let’s walk through this in terms of time.  Let’s take that fateful Friday and 

walk through it, hour by hour, section by section. If you’ve been tracking with this series, we 

last left Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, late on a Thursday night. Let’s pick it up at around 

three in the morning that next day. 

Immediately after Jesus was betrayed in the early morning hours by Judas, he was arrested 

and brought before the Sanhedrin, which was a 71-member group made up of the chief priests 

led by the high priest, the teachers of the Law, and the elders who were behind the arrest, 

and who had gathered for his trial.  

This group included the chief priests for the Jewish people. Then this was the Sadducees who 

oversaw worship at the temple in Jerusalem and were highly political. The teachers of the Law 

were the Jewish scholars of the day, professionally trained in Old Testament Law. The elders 

were the lay members of the Sanhedrin, They weren’t priests or teachers, but highly respected 

members of the Jewish community. The final straw was something that happened right before 

He entered the city.  

He went to the house of a woman named Mary and raised her brother, Lazarus who had been 

sick and died - from the dead. That kind of makes waves. Here’s how John’s biography of Jesus 

in the Bible describes what happened next: 45“Therefore many of the Jews who had come to 

visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 46But some of them went to the 

Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47Then the chief priests and the Pharisees 

called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “‘What are we accomplishing?’ they asked. ‘Here is this 

man performing many signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and 

then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.’ 49“Then one of 

them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, ‘You know nothing at all! 
50You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the 

whole nation perish....’ “So from that day on they plotted to take his life.” (John 11:45-50, 

NIV)  

So, they had him arrested and bought to trial. 

53 They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders and the teachers of 

the law came together. 54 Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the 

high priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.55 The chief priests 

and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him 

to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many testified falsely against him, but their statements 

did not agree. 
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57Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58“We heard him say, ‘I will 

destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not made 

with hands.’” 59Yet even then their testimony did not agree.60Then the high priest stood up 

before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that 

these men are bringing against you?” 61But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. 

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”62“I 

am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.”63The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need 

any more witnesses?” he asked. 64“You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” 

They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65Then some began to spit at him; they 

blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him 

and beat him. Mark 14: 53-65. 

So, the passion, the suffering, began. He was beaten, savagely, while blindfolded, so that he 

couldn’t even flinch from the blows. All before sunrise. There was a reason, and it wasn’t just 

to avoid the crowds. It was so that that they could then sentence him at sunrise. Jewish law 

said that no one could be sentenced to death after a trial for at least a day.  

The “next” day meaning the next sunrise. So, they did all this in the darkness of the early 

morning, so that almost immediately, upon the rising of the sun they could proclaim him guilty 

and take him straight to the Roman governor for execution. Which means we move the clock 

forward to what happened between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m. 

Pilate felt pressured by the crowd, which had been worked up by the members of the 

Sanhedrin to believe that Jesus really was a heretic. To crucify Jesus. Pilate was a nasty piece 

of work. For example, there are records that he murdered at will, that he surrounded groups 

with troops for mass killings, and that in the end, had so ruthlessly governed that even Rome 

had to pull him out, and he was forced to commit suicide.  

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 

and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and 

again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.4 Once more Pilate 

came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you 

know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing the 

crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 

6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge 

against him.”7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he 

must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this, he was even 

more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked 

Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t 

you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”11 Jesus answered, “You would 

have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore, the one who 

handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
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12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you 

let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes 

Caesar.”13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at 

a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the 

Jews.15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him! ”Shall I crucify your 

king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.16 Finally Pilate 

handed him over to them to be crucified. John 19: 1-16. 

So arrested at around three in the morning, put on trial, sentenced to death by six, brought 

to Pilate, the death sentence affirmed by around nine. Things were moving fast.  However, we 

must slow down to appreciate all of what Jesus is going through. 

Jesus had already been viciously beaten by the Jewish leaders.  The flogging that followed by 

the Romans was even worse. 16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the 

Praetorium) and called together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe 

on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18 And they began to call 

out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck him on the head with a 

staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 20 And when they had 

mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led 

him out to crucify him. Mark 15: 16-20. 

Crucifixion was the most agonising and humiliating and gruesome death imaginable. We are 

used to seeing images of Jesus carrying the entire assembled cross, but that’s more art than 

reality. It would have been the crossbeam. And Jesus didn’t carry it all the way. According to 

the biblical record, he had been beaten so badly that he was not able to carry it except for a 

few staggering steps.  

The Bible tells us that someone else was conscripted to carry the crossbeam to the place of 

his execution, which was called Golgotha. There, he was nailed to the cross. Now because of 

religious art, we always think of the nails going through the palm. The Bible tells us it was 

through his hands and feet. Specifically, we now know that it went through the wrists. They 

didn’t nail people through the palm, because the weight of the body would pull the hand right 

through the nail and the body would fall off the tree. So, they would nail through the wrist. In 

those days, that too was considered part of the hand. So, when the Bible talks about his hands 

being pierced, that would have included the wrist area. Then through the heel bones of the 

feet.  

The way crucifixion killed you was through suffocation. You had to push yourself up against 

the spike in your heels to breathe, and eventually you would tire, and then choke to death. 

This was so horrific that the word “excruciating” was born. Our word for extreme pain and 

suffering. “Excruciating” is Latin for “out of the cross.” The word didn’t exist before.  

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of the charge 

against him read: the king of the jews. 
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27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. [28] 29 Those who 

passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and save 

yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him 

among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this 

Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” 

Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at three 

in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 35 When some of those standing near 

heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine 

vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if 

Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. Mark 15: 

25-37. 

The word agape was never much used before the writers of the New Testament. In the New 

Testament, in those pages, it comes up again and again. It is the most used word for love in 

the Bible. As in over three hundred times. For one simple reason. It’s the word used to 

describe God’s love for us. The heart of the message of Jesus, the heart of the Christian faith, 

the one, big idea coursing through the veins of the Scriptures, is that we, you and I, are sinners, 

moral screwups, who are fiercely loved by God. It is agape love.  

This is how Paul wrote about it in his letter to the Romans: 7“We can understand someone 

dying for a person worth dying for, and we can understand how someone good and noble 

could inspire us to selfless sacrifice. 8But God put his love on the line for us by offering his 

Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.” Romans 5:7-8. 

A Christian, a Christ-follower, a believer, is someone who knows this and enters that love 

relationship with the living God through Jesus. God has one, primary agenda for this world. It 

is his love. His forgiving love. His enduring love. His inviting love. The whole reason Jesus came 

was for people to see and know this love. We deserved to be on that cross. Sinners who 

needed a Saviour. We must stop watering that down. The cross was the endgame for us, unless 

somebody stepped in and took our place. Only one kind of God and one kind of love, agape 

love could do this. 

A monk of the Middle Ages, loved and respected by his people, announced that on a particular 

evening he would preach a sermon on the love of God. When the time for the service came, 

the cathedral was packed to capacity. The monk came to the front, lit a candle, and walked up 

to a life-sized statue of Jesus hanging on the cross. Without saying a word, the monk held the 

candle before the nail-pierced hands. He then moved the candle to the wound in the Savior’s 

side, and then lifted the candle high to reveal the thorns on His brow. The monk then returned 

the candle to its place and left the cathedral. Not a word was spoken, but the people never 

forgot the monk’s message on the love of God, and I hope you don’t either. I hope you never 

forget that Friday.   

 


