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FIVE CONFLICTS:

We're in a series on Jesus’ final week on earth. A period known as the passion, or the ordeal,
of his crucifixion. However, there was more to his last week than that. There were conflicts
and confrontations, betrayals and beatings, visits to the temple, and even visits to Hades.

The first is an interesting interaction between Jesus and the religious leaders of the day. It
involves John the Baptist. So, Jesus enters the temple again and begins to teach. The chief
priests and the elders of the people challenge him. By what authority does he have to teach,
cleanse the temple, or minister to the poor?

23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they
asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 2% Jesus replied, “l will also ask you one question.
If you answer me, | will tell you by what authority | am doing these things. 2° John’s
baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” Matthew 21:
23-25.

So, the John Jesus mentions is John the Baptist. John was a prophet sent by God to prepare
the way for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus. John was wildly popular with the people.
Thousands went to hear him speak and many were baptised by him. Hence his name, John
the Baptist or John the baptiser.

However, he made it clear that someone was coming greater than he was. Here’s what he
said: 1! “| Baptise you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more
powerful than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will Baptise you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. Matthew 3: 11. Of course, that person was Jesus. Now, fast forward, and you
have the religious leaders asking Jesus by what right, by what authority, did he clear out the
Temple. By what right, by what authority, did he teach what he was teaching, heal who he
was healing, and do everything that he was doing?

Jesus replied and said “I'll answer you if you answer me”. Let’s talk about John. Man of God
or just a man? God’s prophet or a false prophet? Where did he get his authority from? Let’s
keep reading. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human
origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask,
‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the
people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 2’ So they answered Jesus, “We don’t
know.” Then he said, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.
Matthew 21: 25-27.

If they agree John was a prophet, they will have to accept that he said Jesus was the Messiah.
If they said John wasn’t a prophet, then the people would revolt. Remember he was hugely
popular with the people. As they questioned his authority, they made theirs look weak. Jesus
was revealing their incompetence to make the most basic of judgments. This would not have
gone over well. For those who were listening, maybe John was right. Maybe Jesus was the
Messiah.
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Jesus went on to tell a story. 33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower.
Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 3* When the
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 3> “The
tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 3¢ Then he
sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the
same way. ¥ Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,” he said.

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s
kill him and take his inheritance.’ 3° So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him. ° “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” 4! “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will
rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures “‘The stone the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’?

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking
about them. Matthew 21: 33- 42, 45.

They were right. In the story that Jesus told, the farmer is God, the vineyard is Israel, the
farmhands were the leaders of the nation, the servants were the prophets that had been sent
repeatedly, as chronicled through the pages of the Old Testament, and the son is Jesus, the
Messiah, finally comes at the end.

Things are starting to get very tense. There is a sense that everything is escalating. ¢ They
looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held
that he was a prophet. Matthew 21: 46. So, now it’s very clear how this parable is to be
understood. The chief priests and Pharisees realise that they are “rejected”. They want to
arrest Jesus, but they know the crowds regard him as a prophet. Jesus’ standing with his
followers probably delays his death.

The Pharisees begin to understand that Jesus is no ordinary threat, and they plot to entrap
him. 1> Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. ¢ They sent
their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are
a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You
aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 7 Tell us then, what
is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” Matthew 22: 15-17.

If Jesus says “No, you shouldn’t pay taxes,” then the Herodians will report him to the Roman
governor. If Jesus says “Yes, you should pay your taxes,” then the Pharisees would denounce
him to the Jewish people as being disloyal to the nation and being in support of Rome and the
occupation. Politically, there was no way to answer and come out alive. Jesus was just a little
bit more street smart than they expected.

Here’s how He answered: 22 He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 2* “Show me a
denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it? ” Caesar’s,” they replied. 2° He said to
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them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” Luke 20” 23-
25.

He made it clear that the claims on the coin were Caesar’s, not God’s, almost belittling its
value. But second, He makes it clear that his mission was not primarily a political one. It was
bigger than that. He wasn’t there to bring about insurrection, nor was he there to affirm
Roman rule. He was above both.

Here’s how it ended: 2 They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public.
And astonished by his answer, they became silent. “So, they failed to trap him by what he
said in front of the people. Instead, they were amazed by his answer, and they became
silent.” Luke 20:26. So, he left those challenging him seething with anger and resentment.

With each step, Jesus is exciting the crowds but inciting the establishment, but it still hadn’t
come to a head. There was one group that had yet to take their shot at Jesus, the Sadducees.
They were the learned ones, the conservative ones, the rich and mighty powerful ones.

The Sadducees didn’t believe in a lot of things, like angels or the resurrection from the dead.
One reason is because they didn’t buy into all the Scriptures. Just the first five books of Moses
and they pride themselves on it. They knew more than anyone else and were more faithful
to the letter of the Law. They thought themselves the most spiritually and intellectually
superior above anyone else. Wherever they went, they always felt they were the smartest
people in the room.

Now here was this Jesus, unschooled, untrained, uncredentialed, from the backwater town of
Nazareth. They were going to have a field day. Let’s keep reading: 22 That same day the
Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. 2* “Teacher,” they
said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the
widow and raise up offspring for him. 2> Now there were seven brothers among us. The first
one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The
same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. %’
Finally, the woman died. 22 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the
seven, since all of them were married to her?” Matthew 22: 23-28.

You can almost see them smirking. They thought that they had finally put this upstart Jesus in
his place. Let’s keep reading: ?° Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God. 3° At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given
in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 3! But about the resurrection of the
dead—have you not read what God said to you, 32 ‘1 am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” Matthew 22:
29-32.

Let’s start with the first words of Jesus to the group who thought they knew the Scriptures
better than anyone else. Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God.” Ouch, that may well be the first time in their lives anyone
has said that to them.
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Then Jesus tells them exactly how this will work. Pointing out they don’t understand how
marriage is going to work in heaven. Jesus says, “Heaven is bigger than the earthly scenario
you’ve painted. The love will be bigger, brighter, more all-encompassing. Bigger even than
marriage.”

Jesus wasn’t done. He said, “You’re also wrong about life after death. There very much will
be a resurrection.” Then, knowing they only bought into the first five books of the Old
Testament, he used them to prove them wrong. What was their response? It’s becoming a bit
of a pattern: 32 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. Matthew
22: 23. You can only imagine how the Sadducees felt. They went there to humiliate Jesus and
were instead humiliated themselves.

Now it’s time for Jesus to ask some hard questions of the religious leaders. This time he is
going on the offensive. 4! While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, %2
“What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?” “The son of David,” they replied.
Mark 22: 41-42. They had thrown everything at him and now it’s his turn to cut to the chase
and seal his fate.

The Messiah will be of the line of David, someone descended from David. A political leader.
Someone who will be an earthly king who will re-establish the prestige and prominence of
Israel. Just like it was under King David. That was their answer. It was wrong.

43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For
he says, ** ““The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until | put your enemies under
your feet.” % If then David calls him ‘Lord,” how can he be his son?” “No one could say a
word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions. Matthew
22:43-46.

So, Jesus takes on the elephant in the room. He asks them, “what do you think about the
Messiah, and who do you think he is? You say he’s an earthly king, a mere man, who will simply
be from the line of David. How can that be when David calls the coming Messiah my Lord?
That sounds like God. God will descend to earth. We’re talking about a Messiah who is God.”

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you know, the
Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 3 Then
the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest,
whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him.
Matthew 26: 1-4.

Make no mistake, the people who shouted, “Hosanna!” were the same ones who shouted,
“Crucify Him!” It took less than a week. He just needed to have these confrontations that we
talked about to make it very clear who he was, what he stood for, what kind of Messiah he
was.



