Enduring Hope — Ranui Baptist Church

Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.
(1 Corinthians 13:13)

Faith is obviously important as without faith we cannot please God (Hebrews 11:6) or be born again (Romans
10:9). And love is the greatest commandment (Matt 22:37-40). But what about hope? Why is this included in the
big three? Why do we need it, and what happens to us when we are running short?

Hope is the spiritual force which provides endurance in your life, that ability to keep going and going and going
like the Energizer bunny. Imagine that your life is a race, and not just any race, but an Ironman. Swim 3.8 km, cycle
180 km, run 42.2 km and brag for the rest of your life, as the Ironman slogan goes. Crossing the finish line is going
to demand endurance, a whole lot of endurance.

Your Christian life is also an endurance race with the finish line being the Second Coming or your physical death —
whichever comes first.

Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of
endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.
Hebrews 10:35-36 (NKJV)

But Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence
and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. Hebrews 3:6 (NKJV)

“And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end shall be
saved." Mark 13:13 (NKJV)

Lack of hope was the exact problem the Apostle Paul addressed in his letter to the Thessalonians. This church had
a very short and rocky start. Paul only had three weeks with them before the religious Jews incited a violent mob
and ran him out of town (Acts 17:1-10). He received a much better reception at the next town, but his heart was
still with the new converts he'd been forcefully separated from. The nagging question on his mind was — are these
new converts still believing in Christ or have they given up?

Finally, when we could stand it no longer, we decided to stay alone in Athens, and we sent
Timothy to visit you. He is our brother and God's co-worker in proclaiming the Good News of
Christ. We sent him to strengthen you, to encourage you in your faith, and to keep you from
being shaken by the troubles you were going through. ... That is why, when | could bear it no
longer, | sent Timothy to find out whether your faith was still strong. | was afraid that the
tempter had gotten the best of you and that our work had been useless. But now Timothy has

just returned, bringing us good news about your faith and love. Amen.
1 Thessalonians 3:1-6 (NLTse)

Notice that Timothy returned with good news about their faith and love, but no mention of their hope. Chapters
4 and 5 were written to remedy this shortage of hope.

413 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers
who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope ... (important info) ... So
encourage each other with these words.

>1 Now concerning how and when all this (Jesus’ return) will happen ... (important info) ... >
So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.



These Christians had been told that Jesus was coming back and were shocked when several members of their
church family died before His return. Their hope was severely damaged as they wondered: How can they still be
saved when they’re no longer alive? Have they missed out? Are they lost forever? Will we ever see them again?

Paul (by the Holy Spirit) comforted these distressed believers with the well-known passage often quoted at
funerals.

Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.

1 Thessalonians 4:17

No, they are not lost. In fact, they are already with Jesus, and will return with Christ. And then you will all be
united permanently. What a reunion that will be!!!

Paul continued in Chapter 5 to comfort them (and us), addressing the more personal and deeper need for hope.

Will the Lord’s return as a thief in the night catch me unawares? Would | be found sleeping, and miss out? You can
also imagine many other doubts such as: Did | really get saved? Was my life transformed? Was I really set free
from sin, and if so, then why am | still struggling? What if | am caught in sin when the Lord returns, will | be lost
forever? How can | even be sure of my salvation?

2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord's return will come unexpectedly, like a thief
in the night. > When people are saying, "Everything is peaceful and secure," then disaster will
fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman's labor pains begin. And there will be no
escape.

4 But you aren't in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won't be
surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. ° For you are all children of the light and
of the day; we don't belong to darkness and night. ¢ So be on your guard, not asleep like the
others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. ” Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get
drunk. 8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and
love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation.

9 For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 10
Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him
forever. 1 Thessalonians 5:2-9

Paul comforts them by comparing two different groups — children of night versus children of the day —and
reminding them which group they belong to. He identifies the children of the night as:

- Expecting everything to be smooth sailing (peace and safety) with no persecution
- Drowsy and asleep, hiding questionable behavior under the cover of darkness
- Being good in public but hiding secret sins.

For this group there will be no escape. Sudden disaster will come upon them. Their spiritual house will be broken
into, and their treasures stolen. And they will endure the wrath and anger of God.

God’s wrath is only intended for those who reject Jesus as Lord and Saviour. But it will also fall on Christians who
excuse their sins and have the same lifestyle as sinners.

® For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. ¢ Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7
Therefore do not be partakers with them. & For you were once darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light. Ephesians 5:5-8 (NKJV)



You are not a child of disobedience. They will be punished. Don’t be partakers of their wrath. Live as the new holy
child of light that you are.

I must admit when [ first began to see this message of holiness in the Bible | wondered, should | be alarmed? But
the Holy Spirit keeps reassuring me:

Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with great
joy into his glorious presence without a single fault. (Jude 24)

God will keep me, provided | want to be kept. This means | am striving to live holy and free from sin. When | stop
fighting against sin and start looking for ways to sin more, not less, then | am no longer living as a child of light but
a child of darkness. God will give me a chance to repent and turn from my lifestyle (Revelation 2:21-23) but |
wouldn’t want to let that chance expire. Failure to repent means there will be no escape.

Children of Light
Paul begins to rebuild hope in these new baby Christians by reassuring them they really are born again and will
endure to the end.

In verse 4 he tells us we aren’t in the dark and won’t be surprised. We won’t know the date or time, but we will
know the season. We will sense when His return is near, because we are longing for His return.

Ranui Baptist, listen — you don’t belong to darkness; you don’t belong to night. Before the new birth you were a
child of darkness and unable to live free from selfishness, greed, pride and uncleanness. But then you were born-
again. You changed your spiritual Father from satan to Jesus, from darkness to light, from lies to truth, from night
to day. You are a new creation, a completely new person, born again of incorruptible seed, which is Christ.

So why do you struggle with sin? Because you are born as a baby. You are not full grown, a spiritual adult with
strong muscles able to resist sin. You must still grow-up in your salvation. When you feed the inner man — talk
with Jesus, read His word, fellowship with other believers — then you will grow. And the more you grow, the
stronger you become, and the easier it is to live by your inner man and not your outer man, by your spirit and not
the flesh. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Galatians 5:16; Ephesians 4:22-24)

Your outer man — physical body and soul with all its lusts and desires — were not born again. You must wait for
Jesus’ 2" coming to get the incorruptible resurrection body to go with your incorruptible spirit.

2 And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of
future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait
with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children,
including the new bodies he has promised us. >* We were given this hope when we were
saved. (If we already have something, we don't need to hope for it. * But if we look forward to
something we don't yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.)

Romans 8.23-25 (NLTse)

To give it an analogy, it is like a brand-new reconditioned engine inside an old car. The outside may be falling
apart, rusty, and out of alignment. The wheel alignment may always be steering you into sin and strife but you
have a brand-new engine (Jesus is in your heart) and you are the driver. You can’t blame the car for driving
crooked. You just have to stay awake at the wheel and correct it. One day you will receive a new body that will be
perfect to match the perfect (but still young and growing) new spirit.

The struggle to sin is not with you (the inner man) but with your body (outer man) that you live in. And you’ve
been guaranteed a new one. Stay alert, and don’t let the struggle in your body control your life.



What now?
Notice the direct instructions (or commands) that Paul gives in 1 Thessalonians 5.

¢ So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded.

8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and
wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation.

11 So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.

18 Always be joyful.

17 Never stop praying.

18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.

Put on the breastplate of FAITH. You are in a battle. Feed on God’s word. Build your inner man, praying in the
Holy Spirit. This is growing up and becoming responsible for yourself.

Put on the breastplate of LOVE. Comfort and encourage others. Keep hanging out with believers. Discover the gift
and calling on your life and get busy loving God and loving people.

Put on the helmet of HOPE. Protect your thought life. Keep immersed in God’s word reminding yourself that you
are a child of light and the day. Encourage yourself in the Lord. Life is a battle, but Jesus has already won. And He
is returning for you.

¢ Then | heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean
waves or the crash of loud thunder: "Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty,
reigns.
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the
wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself.
8 She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear." For the fine linen represents the
good deeds of God's holy people.
9 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast
of the Lamb." And he added, "These are true words that come from God."

Revelation 19:6-9 (NLTse)

Jesus is returning for a bride that is spotless and without blemish. Jesus, the one who loves you beyond words, is
coming back for you. Therefore, live your life with the reality of a bride keeping herself unblemished for the day
of her marriage. Your awareness of Jesus’ love will grow the more you spend time with Him.

And when He returns, you will receive an incorruptible body that is incapable of sin.

This is the blessed hope of the Gospel. This truth, known and believed, becomes the helmet of hope providing the
endurance you need to finish your race. You can make it. You can endure to the end.



