GREAT SUCCESSIONS IN THE BIBLE – MOSES TO JOSHUA
As we speak, the succession of the presidency of one of the worlds great powers is in tatters after so-called democratic elections. There is supposed to be a period of transition from one president to the next, with a smooth transition between staff and leadership. But what we have is quite frankly a mess, sowing discord and division based the philosophy of divide and conquer. It’s not a great succession nor is it godly, or anything like the forefathers of the United States longed for in their constitution. It got me thinking about succession and over the next three weeks, I want to preach on three examples of leadership succession and what they can teach us.

The first are characters we have become familiar with over recent times. Moses and Joshua, an old warrior and a passionate young leader. The succession of an experienced campaigner to a new breed and a new generation.

Deuteronomy 31: 1-8; 14
Deuteronomy 34: 1-12
   Joshua 1: 1-3

There was nobody bigger than Moses. To this day, apart from Jesus, he is the standout leader of the nation. But there came a day when things had to change, even for the greatest of leaders. It was God who said, ‘times up’ and stopped Moses in his tracks. Because here’s the thing, who was ever going to follow Moses?   How could any leader follow on from this giant who had singularly bought the nation out of bondage in Egypt, walked with God so closely that his face shone though he knew it not and who heard God speak in earthquake wind and fire.
While God did not cause the outbreak of anger that resulted in Moses being refused from leading the nation into Canaan, somehow God was able to use that for his purposes. That reminds us that nothing is ever wasted in God’s economy. He can take even our frailties and failures and use them to shape our lives in a way that only the God of the universe could do, while still giving us the freedom of choice. Go figure that one out!
I want to stop here and make just two points about the succession from Moses to Joshua.
· 1. It was God who chose Joshua, not Moses or the people – but Joshua did something to position himself, to intentionally put himself in the place of qualifying himself for that choice. 

Joshua proved faithful, and he placed himself alongside Moses as his understudy
In the Fight
Exodus 17, Joshua fought the Amalekites (Moses held up rod).
By Serving
Exodus 24, Joshua went up the mountain and ministered to Moses.
By Praying
Exodus 33.11, Joshua hung around the tent of meeting, Moses “aide.”
In Faith
Numbers 14.38 Only Caleb & Josh of 12 bought an excellent report

Below the waterline, we dive again and see that Joshua had done the hard yards of character development, Numbers 27.15-22, public endorsement of Joshua’s authority by Moses. 
God always works inside you – before he can work through you!  And it is a lifelong process – and here’s what’s equally impressive, that the new assignments He gives us in our lives are directly related to us qualifying ourselves in the background. In Joshua’s case by fighting, praying, serving, and believing until the day came when he would follow on from Moses and lead the people into the land.
· 2. It was God who decided the manner and timing of Joshua’s succession.  Joshua did not rise up against Moses; he waited for Gods timing. He had to wait for Gods time by simply preparing himself below the waterline.
So, it was God who said to Moses; you can look to the Promised Land but not go over….On Mount Nebo – “see I have given” this land to your descendants.
But he articulates and describes the territory to Joshua.  Joshua (chapter 1) after a period of mourning and respect leads the people into the promised land, wherever their feet trod, they took territory. So what can we learn from Joshua and succession from Moses?
1.The land has yet to be entered with new, bold, and courageous leadership. It’s not news to you that we as a church are in a period of transition. During this time, each of us needs to be bold and courageous and stand firm to see what God has for us. Like Joshua, we are heading into unknown territory. How easy it is to want to pull back when things are not as we like them or want them to be?  You are part of the answer to shaping and making the future church here what it needs to be. Please don’t wait around for someone else to do it. Every one of us has something to offer and to lead in, and God is asking us to be bold and courageous. The work is ahead of us, and to each of us comes this charge – will you be bold and courageous?
2.Monuments of Gods past dealing in our lives need to be remembered and drawn on to face the future. You will remember that the people took stones out of the middle of the Jordan river and placed them on the far shore so they could remember the moment God bought them across. So, they could look back from the days ahead and remember the faithfulness of God. Maybe even the mistakes they had made, that God had turned for good to shape them. When I was in New Plymouth last year, I found these stones on the beach and made them into a kind of stack (see illustration).
3.New territory needs to be gained, and the enemy ousted from where they have controlled and dictated. Joshua could never do what Moses did to get the nation out of Egypt, and through 40 years in the desert, but neither could Moses get the people in, a new territory required new leadership. Moses wisdom could get them out, but Joshua’s courage was needed to get them in. You see, each person had a different assignment specific to their gifting.  When the right time comes for the work God has for you to do, you will look back and realise that you have been prepared for this.  But your assignment is not a holiday – it is going to require you to contest the giants in the land who occupy what is yours.
4.What God has done in the past is not to be dwelled on or longed for but left behind.  Because a significant challenge lies ahead of us, don’t steer by the rear-view mirror. 
Don’t keep playing ‘I remember when’!  When I hear those words, sometimes it makes me cringe because often, they are spoken by good people, but they are living back in a day from years ago – longing to get back there. 
No more daily manna, no more fire by night, no more mountains quaking, no more waiting, it’s time to move in. But human nature being more settlers than pioneers we tend to get stuck with a foot in the past. Longing for the familiar, like the 2 ½ tribes who said to Moses, look about this promised land, we really like it here in the desert, we want to stay here! To which Moses replied, you need to come with us into the new land and if after conquering it, you still want to go back, then you can. There is always another hill to climb!  And It’s ahead of you not behind.
5.Leaders need to step up and articulate vision, but it is the people who decide. 

You see leadership is not just about knowing where to go; it’s about knowing how to go. It’s about articulating and engaging people to own the vision, and giving a strategy to get there. But nothing happens until people buy into the vision and direction of the leaders. Today, people in Churches often criticise the leaders – if only we had better leaders, if only our leaders would……But even with the best leaders and God doing daily miracles, the people still decide whether or not to follow.
· Who had to decide to move with the new leader Joshua? – The people.
· Who had to walk over Jordan and pick up the stones? - The people.
· Who asked to tread on the new ground? - The people.
· Who tasted the victories of battle? – Jericho - The people.
· Who had to transfer allegiance from Moses to Joshua? - The people.
· Who longed for their own land? - The people.
You see for leadership to be effective, there needs to be a willing hearted people movement, who want to make a change so the future can be different from the past. 
Leaders can only do so much. Even the best leaders fail when the people’s hearts are not willing (Isn’t that the story of Numbers)!

And by the way who will decide who the next senior pastor is here and make that appointment a fruitful blessing for this church? Yes, you will - The people!  
Why was it that Joshua was able to follow the greatest leader of all time?  Why could a generational transition take place in a godly way? 

Because; below the waterline, Joshua’s character was formed, because Joshua had intentionally placed himself available to God and because Joshua waited for Gods timing and strategy.
And there came a groundswell of ‘yes and amen’ from the people.
There was a longing in the hearts of the people for new territory.
There was discontent with living in the desert.
There was a sense of outrage that the enemies of the nation camping on the turf God had promised them. And that resulted in a people who just said - Why Not?
And a passionate young leader whom the hand of God was on, who for years had hung around the ‘tent of meeting’ with Moses, and put the hard yards of character formation in, without realising it qualified himself to become a change agent leader for the nation.

Leadership was not Joshua’s to take, it was his to qualify himself for, ‘I just put myself in the place of being available, and willing’ the rest is up to God.  

Deuteronomy 34:9
‘Now, Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So, the Israelites listened to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses’

And a new generation of courageous, fearless, and powerful succession took place. Moses got them out of Egypt, but Joshua got them into the promised land.

Dr Julie Lincoln.

I count it a privilege to have met and been Dr Julie Lincoln’s pastor.  In 2010 I visited her in the western highlands of Nepal at the foot of the Annapurna range of the Himalayas where she had travelled some 20 hours by bus. I couldn’t go to her home; it was too remote, the transport was too unpredictable and also too dangerous for foreigners to be seen. But there she is, she lives in a place called Gori and ministers as the only medical professional for tens of thousands of people, among the small villages. She’s there because no one else will go there, even the Nepali nationals won’t. It’s harsh, hot, remote and insecure, and here she with a team around her to minister to broken people. She tries to bring hope and healing to poor rural people. When I talked to her, she spoke of wanting to marry and have children and all the maternal dreams and feelings associated with that. But, in the same breath would say to me – “I just want to get back to Gori“ - you see that’s where Gods called me, and that’s where I will be until He says so. Yes, Julie Lincoln is one of the Caleb’s and Joshua’s of this world who say, give me this hill country, this mountain, my God can take it. And they model for us godly succession of the best kind.
